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E X E C U T I V E  S U M M A R Y

Truth-Telling & Reconciliation: Proposing a Framework for the City of Providence      |      1

Objective One: 

Objective Two:

https://aaagpvd.com/
https://aaagpvd.com/a-matter-of-truth-2/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ZXUZzal3jLQEg2IfaURpkVR_nnFKyJc0/view?usp=sharing
https://aaagpvd.com/a-matter-of-truth-2/


guiding principles

survey

initial community engagement
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lead stakeholders

interview
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interactive, multimedia
presentation

public art installations
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Ongoing community conversations about the future of the City 's

truth-telling , reconciliation , and reparations initiative

Finalizing our multimedia presentation and community

engagement protocol

Recruiting and orienting four additional community organizations

to lead and document additional community engagement

sessions for a projected total of 20 sessions

     together the stories , perspectives , archival assets , and data we

     have collected

In conclusion , we propose a pathway from reconciliation
framework pilot and proof of concept to implementation that ,

with additional financial support from the City and other

stakeholders committed to truth-telling , reconciliation , and

reparations , our team is prepared to undertake in the coming

months , including :

While these steps will ensure

the City 's truth-telling ,

reconciliation , and reparations

initiative maintains momentum

in the months to come , we also

strongly encourage a proactive
approach to ensuring the
longevity of this work .

We hope you 'll join us in

envisioning together what

reconciliation looks like for the

City of Providence , now and in

perpetuity .
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Beginning to analyze findings from

community engagement sessions

and integrate into interactive

multimedia presentation



G U I D I N G  P R I N C I P L E S

ONGOING, COMMUNAL LEARNING 
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PARTICULAR PEOPLE, PLACES, EVENTS

CROSSING AND DISMANTLING BARRIERS
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RELIVING TRAUMA, CELEBRATING
RESILIENCE

COMMUNITY OWNED, INSTITUTIONALLY
SUPPORTED
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NOT WITHOUT REPARATIONS
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W H Y  A F R I C A N  H E R I T A G E
&  I N D I G E N O U S ?
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W H Y  T H E S E  F O U R
N E I G H B O R H O O D S ?
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F R A M E W O R K  P I L O T
O V E R V I E W

survey

lead stakeholders:

Initiate community engagement via
survey and interviews
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interview protocol 

Design presentation linking A Matter of
Truth to reconciliation and reparations
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Model an Educational Approach
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F R A M E W O R K  P I L O T
T I M E L I N E

July-August 2021

September 2021

October 2021

November 2021
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December 2021

January 2022
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S U R V E Y

378 responses

Part One

Part Two
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THE TRUTH MUST BE AMPLIFIED

No.
54.8%

Yes, not read.
20.7%

Yes, partly read.
15.6%

Yes, all or mostly read.
8.9%

more than
half (55%) of
participants had
never heard of A
Matter of Truth
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they didn't know where to find it
(55%)

EFFECTS OF REDEVELOPMENT, TODAY

Housing
54

Education
47

Other/General
44

Legal System & Policing
40

Economic Opportunity
23

Indigenous Rights
17

Slavery
16

Healthcare
7

the largest
thematic category we
identified was Housing.

The second largest thematic category we identified was
Education
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The Legal System and Policing category was third largest

OF, BY, AND FOR THE PEOPLE

the most commonly identified overarching thematic category
was some form of government office or official

Education
40

Elected Officials
36

Other
27

Public
23 Police

19

Govt
19

Community Orgs
18

State
15

Business
15

City Planning
14

Housing Auth
11

BIPOC Communities
11

largest of which is
Education

The next largest
thematic
subcategory was
Community
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SURVEY TAKEAWAYS

the impacts of the City's decades-old
racist redevelopment policies and practices are still felt today by
its African heritage and Indigenous residents

homeownership generational wealth
educational access and quality equal

treatment under the law

community-driven process

substantial involvement from the government
entities

several limitations
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PROPOSED NEXT STEPS
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I N I T I A L  C O M M U N I T Y
E N G A G E M E N T
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L E A D  S T A K E H O L D E R S

generational personal, familial, and community
ties to our pilot framework's four focus neighborhoods

16 active
participants:

LEAD STAKEHOLDER NAMES
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I N T E R V I E W S

         an effort to come to a shared recognition of the truth., as well
         as a shared understanding of what recognizing the truth
         requires of us. This in turn enables healing and the reformation
         of bonds of community fellowship.

individuals with generational
personal, familial, and community ties to our pilot's four focus
neighborhoods

avoid 
conducting just another
oral history project

particular emphasis on
the effects
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INTERVIEWEE DEMOGRAPHICS

FINDINGS

Vibrant Communities:

There exists in many American communities among those
families which are constantly exposed to the frustrations and 
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Our interviewees rejected the rationale that urban redevelopment was

necessary to counteract a culture of poverty rampant in our four focus

neighborhoods .

Instead , time and time again , interviewees described their

neighborhoods before urban redevelopment as safe, socially and
economically vibrant communities where everyone knew and took

care of one another and where there were plenty of examples of a

thriving professional class to aspire to .

Fractured Communities: Another theme cutting across interviews

was that rather than improving neighborhoods , urban redevelopment 

deprivations of poverty, a particular style of life. This style of life is
characterized by a sense of despair, of hopelessness, a deep-rooted
belief that people’s lives are at the mercy of fate. These attitudes stifle
initiative and retard aspirations. They can be passed on from generation
to generation as well as reinforced by those sharing the same social
experiences. It is this shared way of life which recently has been termed
the culture of poverty. (quoted on p. 97)

destroyed communities
by fracturing familial and
community ties and
economic infrastructure,
leaving an environment
with less economic
opportunity and
conditions rife for the
onset of the drug
epidemic.

Clear Intent, Intentional
Ignorance: Despite various

levels of government 

Lead Stakeholder Vernon Brown reading the interview

questionnaire at the YMCA Providence Youth Services

Branch in Upper South Providence, November 13, 2021.

Photo by Jeny Hernandez-Watson.
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Humanizing

Shifting focus

Redressing Housing, Wealth, and Education Gaps: 

home ownership,
economic and financial empowerment, and access to educatio

strikingly consistent
a clear path forward

ASSESSING THE INTERVIEW FRAMEWORK
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Diversifying opportunities

PROPOSED NEXT STEPS
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E D U C A T I O N A L  M O D E L

PROJECT AND RESEARCH ASSISTANTS
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RWU students design
our Interview Questionnaire
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Our PPL Rhode Coder graduate

data visualization

Truth-Telling & Reconciliation: Proposing a Framework for the City of Providence      |      34

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1rOuUw33o7B-7Z1Bx22Idgc2lopzsRwtl/view?usp=sharing


CLASS PROJECT TEAMS

The Curriculum Team
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The Timeline Team
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EDUCATIONAL MODEL TAKEAWAYS
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PROJECT AND RESEARCH ASSISTANT
LEARNING REFLECTIONS
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CLASS PROJECT LEARNING REFLECTIONS
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PROPOSED NEXT STEPS
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P R E S E N T A T I O N  D E S I G N

shifting our collective cognitive mapping

a multidimensional experience

additional creative points of
access and engagement expanding the
context and opportunities

engaging and experiential.

There can be no reconciliation without a complete and
immersive understanding of the truth. 

process of discovery 
.

 the ability to dream
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the legacy of African American quilting,
and also cartography.

a
physical and digital community quilt
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WEB PORTAL
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Home

About

Report

Multimedia

Map
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Submit

DOCUMENTARY
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ART INSTALLATIONS
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SOUNDSCAPE
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AUGMENTED AND VIRTUAL REALITY

Our room mockup
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The Walking/Driving Tour 
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FRAMEWORK
IMPLEMENTATION

process

piloted the initial phases
resulted in multiple proofs of concept. 

extend, refine,
and expand

replicable and iterative

immediate next steps

WEB PORTAL

fully functional and
scalable
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ART INSTALLATIONS
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INTERVIEWS AND DOCUMENTARY

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT SERIES

building out our coalition by identifying four
partnering organizations
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grounded in the acts, culture, and philosophy of nonviolence

Critical Cultural Theory

planning, facilitating, and documenting a
total of 20 community engagement sessions

FRAMEWORK IMPLEMENTATION TIMELINE

Months One and Two:
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Months Three and Four:

Months Five and Six:

Month Seven:

PRELIMINARY BUDGET

Our preliminary budget estimate for achieving the above-
outlined objectives is $300k. 

Web Portal - $40k
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Art Installations - $60k

Interviews and Documentary - $25k

Community Engagement Sessions - $25k

Providence Cultural Equity Initiative - $50k

Roger Williams University - $100k

THINKING LONG TERM
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CONCLUSION

immediate adoption and implementation
of reparations

all initial reparations initiatives should focus on the 
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key areas identified in this report

support our coalition in
immediately implementing the next phase of our proposed
reconciliation framework, 

the City's reconciliation framework can be
effectively expanded and extended in perpetuity 
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